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1.0 Introduction 	

1.1 This document has been prepared by The Urbanists for Phase 1 of The Orb site in Newport. It 
outlines the design rationale behind the planting proposals, taking into consideration the location 
of the site and nature of the development. 

1.2 For the landscape proposals covered by this document, refer to the detailed plans produced 
by the The Urbanists: 

• 2047-URB-XX-XX-DR-L-0101 Phase 1 Landscape Masterplan 
• 2047-URB-XX-XX-DR-L-0102 Phase 1 Planting Plan.    
   

  

2.0 Planting Proposals 	 

       
2.1 The main intention of the landscape scheme is to provide adequate screening for Phase 1 of 
the new development from key viewpoints around it.  

2.2 As Phase 1 is located in the southern side of the site and will be screened by the retained 
structures to its north when viewed from across the river, no planting across the north and north-
western end adjacent to the river bank was deemed necessary to provide screening. This 
however may change if the remaining structures are demolished in the future and Phase 1 is 
exposed to long views. 

2.3 The Stephenson Street views would be the ones mostly affected by the development and 
therefore a dense buffer of native planting mix has been proposed to mitigate the visual impact 
of the new structures. This includes native tree species as well as understory shrubs that provide 
the essential layering for multi-level screening.  

2.4 The south-east corner proposals, are a combination of woodland planting for long views 
screening, wildflower seeding which contributes to the existing habitat and amenity grassland 
which provides a relaxed break-out space to the employees.  

2.5 The north and north-east side outside Phase 1 will not have any significant views towards the 
new development as the retained structures will provide screening, so no additional planting 
along that edge was deemed essential for Phase 1. 

2.6 Rain garden planting can also contribute in the site-wide drainage strategy, providing 
sustainable drainage and a valuable habitat for wildlife in an occasionally wet environment.  
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2.7 Ornamental planting species are proposed close to the entrance of the site, to create a more 
impressive and welcoming space for both employees and visitors. 

2.8 A contributing document that has influenced the design was the ecology report produced by 
BSG, providing insights on the potential impacts, mitigation and enhancements for the scheme. 
The planting proposals taking this into account, include a mixture of understory shrubs, native 
trees and species rich grassland, providing a suitable shelter and foraging environment for a 
range of species. The enhanced planting along Stephenson Road also creates a stronger link 
between the railway and the river corridors. 
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