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4.1 Masterplan Design Drivers

4. Vision

1. Retain and reinforce mature green frontage to Cross Lane

The existing trees are preserved within the proposals. We note the
Crescent Framework plan illustrates a low rise new building along the
street frontage, however, our preference is for a green and open
boundary.

2. Prioritise external space for landscape and public realm

A large proportion of the site is given to landscaping and public realm.

The building footprint is minimised and positioned away from site
boundaries, whilst servicing and vehicular space is contained

The landscape designs are centred on the ideas of community, activity
and joy.

3. Promote communal spaces, inside and out

The first two floors of the building accommodate student amenity uses,
which have direct links to the public realm and secure study gardens.

We envisage these spaces as an extension to the landscape!

Summary of key strategic decisions that have shaped the design at a masterplanning level
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4.1 Masterplan Design Drivers

4. Vision

4. Design an elegantly proportioned building

The building is realised as two components - a tower element and a
shoulder block. The proposed tower height is 27 storeys, whilst the
shoulder block is 19 storeys. A well-proportioned building that is a
positive contribution to the skyline, at 27 storeys tall the proposal forms
a balanced building cluster, initially with Thorn Court.

The shoulder block is positioned to step the building mass down to
Culverwell Drive, as an appropriate response to the lower rise context to
the south of the site.

5. Ensure optimised orientation

The building orientation is aligned to the university campus grid that
informs portions of the Crescent Framework masterplan including the
alignment of the overbuild plaza. This means the building will now ‘front
the plaza’, responding positively to it.

The proposal also ensures there are no pure north elevations, and the
north-west elevation will benefit from late evening summer sunlight. The
orientation also offers a point of difference to the repetitive 20th century
blocks to the west, which is beneficial, particularly from key viewing
points such as along the Crescent.

The roof of the shoulder block is utilised to create a south-facing
communal terrace, with optimal solar aspect and views.

6. Facade composition

The sense of verticality achieved by the massing is strengthened by
the design of the facade grid, which has a strong vertical bias.

A full height visual break between the tower and shoulder block further
strengthens the appearance as a slender building from key angles.
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